HOME    LIFE    AT    SAYES    GOURT
sweetness and comity of your disposition, the temper
of your customs, the sedateness of your mind,, your
Infinite contempt of vanity and gilded appearances;
and in short, all those perfections which are In result
of consummate experience, a prudent and just
estimation of the vicissitude of things."
It was Sir Richard Browne whom Evelyn visited
when he set out on his travels In 1643, anc^ Dearly
four years later on his return from Italy he again
visited Sir Richard. Nothing could have been more
suitable than that this young, cultivated country
gentleman should become engaged to Sir Richard's
daughter. She was not yet thirteen, but marriages
in those days were often arranged at an even earlier
age, and on June 27th, 1647, the wedding ceremony
was performed by Dr. John Earle (afterwards Bishop
of Salisbury) in what we should now call the Embassy
Chapel. Shortly afterwards Evelyn returned to
England, leaving Mary "under the care of an ex-
cellent lady and prudent mother,'7 not seeing her
again for a year and a half
This appears all very business-like and matter-of-
fact, and there Is an absence of any sentimental or
emotional expressions In any of his writings on the
subject not only of his marriage, but even of his wife
at any period. But John Evelyn was by no means a
cold, indifferent type; on the contrary, there arc
many Instances of his giving way to outbursts of
rapture, ecstasy and deep lamentation over friends
as well as members of his family. He may have felt
that references to his relations with his wife, apart from
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